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PRESS RELEASE 

 

Grupo Aeroportuario del Pacifico wins bid for Norman Manley                        
International Airport Public Private Partnership  
Kingston, September 11, 2018 – Grupo Aeroportuario del Paci�ico S.A.B De C.V. (GAP), a Mexican company with 

50-year concessions to operate, maintain and develop twelve international airports in the Paci�ic and Central re-

gions of Mexico, has emerged the provisional Preferred Bidder for the Norman Manley International Airport 

(NMIA) Public Private Partnership.  

The decision follows the evaluation process and subsequent approval by Cabinet on September 3, 2018 after pub-

lic opening of three bid submissions received at the of�ices of the Development Bank of Jamaica (DBJ) on July 20, 
2018. In addition to the bid from GAP, two bids were received from Consortia which comprised foreign and local 

investors.  

Commenting on the success of the privatisation process to date, Mr. Paul B. Scott, Chairman of the Enterprise Team 

which has been overseeing the privatisation of the NMIA, said that “Governments worldwide, including in Jamaica, 
have turned to PPPs to design, �inance, build and operate infrastructure projects. Our most recent successfully 

completed PPP concession was the Kingston Container Terminal transaction."  

"PPPs are an excellent vehicle for unlocking the value of assets, reducing debt and mobilizing local and foreign di-

rect investment in the economy and we look forward to the improvements to come at the NMIA”, Mr. Scott said.  

NMIA is owned by the Airports Authority of Jamaica (AAJ) and is currently operated by NMIA Airports Limited, a 

wholly-owned subsidiary of the AAJ.  

On conclusion of the agreement with the provisional Preferred Bidder, NMIA will be operated under a 25-year con-

cession with an option to extend the arrangements by an additional �ive years. During the period, the private oper-

ator will be responsible for fully operating NMIA and improving the ef�iciency of both landside and airside opera-

tions, �inancing and completing the planned modernization and expansion and maintaining and upgrading the fa-
cilities of the Airport. The Government of Jamaica anticipates the execution of the concession agreement by No-

vember 2018.  

GAP through its subsidiary company Desarrollo de Concesiones Aeroportuarias owns 74.5% of MBJ Airports Lim-
ited, the private operator of the Sangster International Airport, Montego Bay. Since the award of the SIA conces-

sion in 2003, MBJ has undertaken substantial capital works at the airport and continues to record increased inter-

national passenger volume.  

Cabinet in July 2016, granted approval for the privatisation of the NMIA as a strategic priority for the GoJ, and the 
establishment of the NMIA Enterprise Team (NMIAET) for the privatisation of the airport. International Finance 

Corporation (IFC), a member of the World Bank Group, is the lead advisor on the NMIA PPP and the Development 

Bank of Jamaica, the GoJ’s privatisation Agency and PPP Unit, serves as co-advisors and secretariat for the transac-
tion. This transaction is supported by Global Affairs Canada (GAC), an important partner in providing �inancial sup-

port for IFC’s advisory services in the Caribbean.  

###  

 

For more information, contact : Marcia Erskine | Tel: 876 960-3170 |Email: merskine@cwjamaica.com  
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MEDIA RELEASE |  August 2018 

AMERICAN AIRLINES GOES CASHLESS IN  JAMAICA 

 

KINGSTON, Jamaica – American today announced that effective Sep-
tember 17, 2018 the airline will be going cashless at Norman Manley 
International Airport (KIN) in Kingston and at Sangster International Air-

port (MBJ) in Montego Bay. Passengers will be required to use a credit or debit card to 
make any transactions at the airport, including purchasing tickets and paying for checked 
baggage. 

“American has transitioned to a cashless airport environment at many locations around the 
world, allowing our team members to assist our customers in a faster and more efficient 
manner,” said Yvonne Pearson, American’s country manager for Jamaica. “Moving away 
from cash transactions also reduces the complexity of work for our agents who will no long-
er have to worry about handling cash, finding exact change or closing out a cash drawer at 
the end of the day. This is positive news for our customers and for our team members at 
the airport.” 

The airline currently operates 21 weekly flights from Kingston to Miami as well as 67 week-
ly flights from Montego Bay to seven destinations in the United States: Boston, Charlotte, 
Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami and Philadelphia. 
 

About American Airlines Group 

American Airlines and American Eagle offer an average of nearly 6,700 flights per day to nearly 350 destinations in more than 50 countries. 

American has hubs in Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas/Fort Worth, Los Angeles, Miami, New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, and Washington, D.C. 

American is a founding member of the oneworld alliance, whose members serve more than 1,000 destinations with about 14,250 daily 
flights over 150 countries. Shares of American Airlines Group Inc. trade on Nasdaq under the ticker symbol AAL. In 2015, its stock joined the 

S&P 500 index. Connect with American on Twitter AmericanAir and at Facebook.com/AmericanAirlines. 

JetBlue increases fees for checked bags |  27 August 2018 |                             

FOX Business 

JetBlue will increase fees for checked luggage, starting with flights booked on or after Sunday, September 

30th.  

The airline will now charge $30 for the first checked bag, the first of the major U.S. airlines to charge customers that price, according 

to the company’s website.. The fee for a second checked bag is $40, up from $35, and a third piece will cost flyers $150, up $50 from 

the previous cost. 

“As a matter of good business, we routinely review and adjust our ancillary pricing to ensure a healthy business,” JetBlue spokesper-

son Doug McGraw told FOX Business in a statement. 

Other U.S. airlines – United, Delta and American – all charge $25 for the first checked bag and $35 for the second, while the rate for 

the third checked piece of luggage varies depending upon the airline. Southwest Airlines, the world’s largest low-cost carrier, allows customers to 

check two pieces of baggage free of charge. 

Charges for bags that are considered oversized, in that they don’t meet the dimensions or weight restrictions, have also climbed for customers on Jet-

Blue. Those with bags over the limit(s) will be charged $150, a $50 increase from the previous fee. Fees for some specialty items, like bicycles and 

kitesurfing equipment, for example, will also increase. There is no additional charge or oversized fee for golf bags, as long as they meet JetBlue’s 

standard weight limitations. 
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 SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 



CONGRATULATIONS  !     
2018 Festival Queen  |  Ackera Gowie 

Laas’ pic with outgoing Festival Queen  |  Daina –Lyn Swaby  (R)      

( Miss NMIA ) .  Seen here w/ Marketing Mgr, NMIA — Grace Morrison 

JCDC performers provided live entertainment      

much to the delight or the incoming passengers 

The  JCDC parish queens were in awe with  the bust of  Jamai-

ca’s  only  heroine— NANNY of the Maroons 

The JCDC parish queens were on hand to welcome 

visitors to the island for JA56 celebrations 
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PICTURE HIGHLIGHTS  of JAMAICA 56 @ NMIA

Snr. Director- Alfred McDonald  shared lens with the 

JCDC parish queens who proudly wore the  corporate 

sashes  for NMIAirport and Airports  Authority of      

Jamaica  (AAJ) 

Martin  Bennett  -VIP  Customer Service  Repre-

sentative had  the  royals full attention. 

TEAM NMIA   ( Winsome, Victoria and Heather)  were  all 

decked out in the national colours and bandana for the 

JA56 festivities 

Uniquely Jamaican entertainment      

welcomed arriving  passengers for JA56 
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Montego Bay, Jamaica, | September 2018  

MBJ Airports Limited is transforming Sangster International Airport (SIA) into a show-

case of Jamaica with the expansion of the departure terminal and commercial area 

under its new Master Plan. 

The airport operator has selected one of the world’s leading engineering firms to de-

velop a new Master Plan in consortium with seven local firms. MBJ is focusing on infra-

structure improvements that leverage the latest technology while improving the expe-

rience for passengers by transforming SIA into a reference for efficiency and service 

and a bastion of Jamaican culture.  

MBJ will be adding 25,800 square feet to the departure terminal to improve service for passengers and redevelop-

ing the commercial area post security with an expanded footprint and updated look and feel. 

The design theme within the new Master Plan is being developed to reflect the country’s natural beauty, while the commercial area 

will be developed with a renewed focus on Jamaican specialty products and original handicrafts.  

“We will launch a request for proposals in short order to select retailers to operate concessions at the airport,” CEO Rafael Echevarne 

announced.  

Special consideration will be given to those retailers planning to sell Jamaican products and crafts. As part of its support to the local 

craft industry, MBJ launched the Jamaican Artisan competition in 2017 to discover new talent and provide the top-three winners a 

commercial outlet in shops at the airport. 

Jamaican products sold at SIA represent some USD 19m in sales each year. Already more than half of the 27 specialty souvenir stores 

operating at the airport sell Jamaican goods, while six sell items produced in the island exclusively. Duty-free shops at the airport spe-

cialize in Jamaican spirits, which account for over 40% of their sales, meanwhile. The stores themselves are mostly locally owned, with 

81% of the businesses operating at SIA held by Jamaicans. 

About MBJ Airports: 

MBJ Airports Limited, operator of Sangster International Airport, connects Jamaica to more than 50 international destinations. A record 4.2m passenger used the airport in 2017. MBJ 

operates SIA under a 30-year concession awarded in 2003 and provides employment to more than 150 Jamaicans. SIA has been named the Caribbean’s Leading Airport by World Travel 

Awards for the past nine years in a row. 

TRANSFORMING SANGSTER INT’L AIRPORT INTO                                                  

JAMAICAN  SHOWCASE with NEW MASTER PLAN 

Food Court  
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MY BEST                                                
AIRPORT EXPERIENCE                

EVER! 
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*NEW FEATURE * 

 

SHARE YOUR 

BEST AIRPORT 

EXPERIENCE            

EVER AND TAG 

US... 

#nmia15 

 

YOUR STORY 

COULD BE                 

FEATURED NEXT               

RIGHT 

HERE! 

Follow us on: 
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   UPCOMING EVENTS  

International Coastal Cleanup (ICC) Day                                                              
Saturday, 2018 SEPTEMBER 15 

NMIAirport will team up with the national coordinator - Ja-

maica Environment Trust —  for the annual Coastal Clean-

up Day .    

The theme for ICC  Day 2018 is Nuh Dutty Up Jamaica. 

Nuh Dutty Up Jamaica aims to improve citizens 

knowledge about the impact of poorly handled waste on 

public health and the environment and                 encour-

age personal responsibility for the generation and dispos-

al of waste.  International Coastal Cleanup has become a 

beacon of hope, leading and inspiring action in support of 

our ocean. Over the years, this movement has created a 

family that spans oceans and country borders. A network 

that works together for something bigger than us.  

This year, TEAM NMIA (50+volunteers ) will  be focusing its 

efforts on the Go Kart Palisadoes site . Join us , as together 

we labour to  help eliminate ocean waste. 

For more information visit: http://www.jamentrust.org-

content/uploads/2016/02/ICC_2018_MEDIA_AND_PROMOTION.pdf 


